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Two building standards -  LEED and WELL - are leading the charge towards ensuring that 
commercial properties are built with sustainability and occupant health in mind. 

There is no question that commercial 
buildings have an enormous impact on the 
environment and our health. In recognition 
of this, an ever-increasing number of 
buildings are working towards "Green 
Building" certification.

Both are a set of environmental 
standards used for rating 
buildings and determining their 
level of compliance.

LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) aims to 
determine overall sustainability 
based on factors including design, 
construction, maintenance and 
operation. WELL, on the other 
hand, is focused strictly on factors 
affecting occupant health and 
comfort. 

WHAT ARE LEED AND WELL?

LEED vs WELL
What’s The Difference?

ORGANIZATIONS

ESTABLISHED

STATED GOAL

PRIMARY CONCERN

RATING SYSTEM

International Well 
Building Institute (IWBI)

U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC) - Founding body

Green Business Certification 
Inc (GBCI) - Certification body
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“Evaluate the 
environmental 
performance of a 
building & encourage 
market transformation 
towards sustainable 
design”5

“The premier standard for 
buildings, interior spaces 
& communities seeking to 
implement, validate and 
measure features that 
support & advance human 
health and wellness.”6

Rating buildings and 
awarding points (credits) 
based on a number of 
environmental criteria

Rating buildings and 
awarding a score based 
solely on occupant health 
and comfort criteria

Certification levels based 
on the number of awarded 
points

Divides categories into 
Preconditions & Optimizations 
and assigns numerical scores 

Platinum: 80+ points Gold: 60-79 points

Silver: 50-59 points Certified: 40-49 points

Platinum: 9-10 score Gold: 7-8 score

Silver 5-6 score Fail: 0-4 score

LEED and WELL Partnership 

Since 2014, a partnership initiative 
between Green Business Certification 
Inc and the International Well Building 
Institute has seen the two standards 
offered in tandem. 
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THE KEY DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN LEED AND WELL

While LEED and WELL are separate standards, it’s important 
to understand how they relate to each other. In fact, they are 
both frequently applied together for an inclusive framework 
to rating a building's environmental and human impact.

LEED is concerned with overall building 
sustainability and awards the designation 
“Green Building”. It’s aim is to establish a 
uniform measuring system recognizing 
sustainable building practices. The rating 
system focuses on areas including energy 
usage, water management, construction 
materials, indoor air quality, and waste 
control. It’s main goal is to take a holistic look 
at how a building impacts the environment.

WELL is only focused on the health and 
comfort of occupants, using the LEED indoor 
air quality standard as a starting point and 
drilling deeper into it. In addition to air quality, 
WELL rates buildings on such factors as natural 
light, access to windows, physical space, access 
to nutrition, psychological factors, and more. 
Therefore, rather than being concerned with 
how a building is sustainable, WELL measures 
the impact a building has on human beings.

85%
Developers plan 
to obtain LEED 
certification7

32,500 100 million
LEED projects 

globally7

Certified WELL 
project square 

footage6


